THE PRINCIPLE OF DIVINE WORKS

to hold together the peoples. He should not create a
division of their understanding in the ignorant who
are attached to their works; he should set them to all
actions, doing them himself with knowledge and in
Yoga." There are few more important passages in the
Gita than these seven striking couplets.

But let us clearly understand that they must not
be interpreted, as the modern pragmatic tendency
concerned much more with the present affairs of the
w^orld than with any high and far-off spiritual possi-
bility seeks to interpret them, as no more than a
philosophical and religious justification of social service,
patriotic, cosmopolitan and humanitarian effort and
attachment to the hundred eager social schemes and
dreams which attract the modern intellect. It is not
the rule of a large moral and intellectual altruism
which is here announced, but that of a spiritual unity
with God and with this world of beings who dwell in
him and in whom he dwells. It is not an injunction to
subordinate the individual to society and humanity or
immolate egoism on the altar of the human collectivity,
but to fulfil the individual in God and to sacrifice the
ego on the one true altar of the all-embracing Divinity.
The Gita moves on a plane of ideas and experiences
higher than those of the modern mind which is at
the stage indeed of a struggle to shake off the coils
of egoism, but is still mundane in its outlook and
intellectual and moral rather than spiritual in its
temperament. Patriotism, cosmopolitanism, service of
society, collectivism, humanitarianism, the ideal or
religion of humanity are admirable aids towards our
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